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Dear Matt, 

Work essential to the trip is stacked so high I msy not ccr-.plate all of it 
before I leave. If I do not bring copies all the data on the NSKP, remind me and 
I *11 mail it after my return. I will have a flew pictures you may find interesting. 

However, I take it you may not he there if you have joined the' nferch and 
stay through it. That may he complicating in another way thetl’ll explain in more 
detail in person. ,«*. 

Nor was my sole purpose -to dodge B ringuier. That I wsjjit to do for only a 
brief period. I very much want to aue him. For. this 1 need e lawyer, end I have no 
funds. I do not know whether, if we win, as I think undoubted, there will be 
enough to repay the lawyer. If ^eanine, who I presume will open this in your 
absence, knows any to whom 1 might talk, I’d like to know. 

It is fortunate you cannot Rents’ rts in", for then I’d have to he "ante rta Itwdpy 
which would frustrate the purpose of my trip. You have an idea how I work. Hut your 
words take ma back to,.,. my youth,.. when I hsd a small apartment near the Capitol and 
ran an overcrowded hotil, putting up a variety of friends end strangera ranging 
from chorus girls to Congressman, one of <tiom lived regularly with me. 

One thing has from the first interested me: do you have any reason for believ- 
ing there might be official involvement, say of the CIA. I have informal information 
I cannot confirm that Hay is in Brazil, having flown there immediately end having 
been paid en route, and that the FBI has gotten the CIA in on it. That, I feer, 
would geurentee the result,. 

Aside from motivating and] mobilizing Negro3, I am inclined to not favor . an 
all-Negro Committee of Inquiry., ^ing was not only a Negro. He spoke not only for 
Negro's. H e was a leader of not only Negrofe. The loss is not only that of block people. 
And the responsibility certainly is not. To exclude whites from an effort to 
search for the cause, and, hi a killer is to dentv them the right of seeking absolution, 
the right of making a meaningful gesture of scAiderity-and whites can make possible J 
what the Jegros cannot. 1 fear, above all, the involvement of the professional Negros 

like the Rowans and -Hjmaxea, and what a tragedy that would be. By now you know their* 

doctrine. Have you not aaen it on the Kennedy sssassinationeand explanation f Measuring 
their interest, however, is another and essential matter. ' 

Perhaps it is too early, tp talk of publication, hut I think not. I think it 
is too early to plan ell the forms of publication. For one thing, all youywcrk 
should be with an eye on ultimate publication. You must find tbs time to keep ede8 
puate records, for you will find, as time goes on, that memory fails. Busy as Vince 
also is, if hi3 notes are abbreviated, try and gat him to type them up in ?s full a 

form as he can. Better, although ultimately it takes more ..time, do whet you did wilih 

me and have backup jjapes atached..around. Y 0 u can use for me this all the time. I 
have one machine near .the phone -9 1 home and carry another with me whenever I am in N.O* 

Use even Jeenine for this, at home. I think you will find that your best protection, 

your beat chance for survival, is to have ao much accumulated and to the knowledge 
of those who might want ham to come to you that they dare not risk that harm for 

fear of the attention it would, earn to what you have, for which youibave not gotten 

ettentlon and might not be. e hie, to. Be is public asbout it as you can. That also is 
a measure of protection to those to whom you apeak. 

My tentative plan ia to arrive about 5^ 18 and stay for up to but probably less 
than two weeks. Part of this time, if I can swing it, I should he in a motel. Solvency 
ia a problem I am familiar with. 


yffixymppc To your success i a est. 




315 Pine Street 
NewOr leans. La. 7 OII 8 
May 9, i 960 


Dear Harold* 

This will have to be a very brief reply to your two letters. I 
am off bright and early tomorrow to join the poo# people&s 

march* 

First cf f please feel welcome to stay with us at any time and 
?or any len? So? time you feel necessary. Don't wait until you're 
dodging Bringuier for an excuse. If you want to make my plac 
your permanent headquarters in New Orleans that would be 
wonderful . As Ruiz Thi$nez (the guy tom ) 

tried to claim a town under an old treaty ceeding it to Mexicans j 
said to me last week, "There are few enough good people in the 
world. We must stick together and help each other. You 
to understand (as Um sure you do) that we are busy ° f £ h8 

time & donAt have the time or energy to" entertain gue s ts in 
the middle class manner, but if you want to live with us as 
one of the family without special considerations or privileges, 
fjant to fail mo.t ..loo... That goas for .hen I*, out 
of town 7 as well. You can have a key & feel free to come & go. 

I would be most interested in any material on the N.S.R.P. you 
can provide . I think it i3 extremely relevant to the invest- 
igation • 

It's too early to talk about publication now. We no ® d do 
much more do lid digging first. At the moment I am 
to get Jim Lawson, the most powerful movement person to Memphis, 
anda fine person, to move agressively to form a national 
NEGRO committee of inguiry. When this is accomplished, can 
eet financial backing to carry on the inquiry. Without that, i 
Sould be ?ery difficult, and also I want to see if Negroes are 
really interested enough to get out and form 
on their own. Meamfaile, Dick Billings (if not LIFE) 
to show interest, and the Times of London Is 

spect for backing and publication If these P^ b ^ c *££°i® £ T . 
through we can think about Ramparts, p ®ralax < 8 t ”®h S® * ^ U 
trvinl to keep the issue alive in Memphis, stay alive ard 
solvent myself and maintain the interest of those people I've 
talked to. It's damn frustrating not to be able to plunge rig * 1 
in, but I think a committee will come to life inthe next week 
or so, and they the way will be clearer. 

I don't know if I&ve covered everything. But I have to stop. 
Please stay with us. ...and send those flloz-L&You 


Cordiall; 



